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Now comes the applicant and petitions the Commissioner to have this appUcation made 
special and accelerate the prosecution, as provided for in MPEP 708.02X1 
The following statement is made in support of this petition. 

This application claims an apparatus and a method of use of that apparatus to faciUtate the 
security screening of passengers before boarding common carriers such as air lines. At present, 
the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), division of the Department of Homeland 
Security, is responsible for personal searches of potential passengers at locations such as airports. 
The searches are conducted before the potential passengers can enter the secure area surrounding 


the boarding gates to the airplanes. Certain items have been declared as threats to the safety of 
the flights, crews and passengers. These items are subject to confiscation, if found in the 
personal possession of a potential passenger. A huge number of confiscated items are collected 
by the TSA and must be dealt with which costs large numbers of man-hours. 

While these prohibited items may be small and, for the most part, benign, they may have 
sentimental or monetary value of much larger proportion. 

Usually, the potential passenger may retain the prohibited item if he can make other 
arrangements for the transportation of the item such as checking the item as baggage or leaving 
the item behind in care of someone else. However, these altematives are not always available. 

It is believed that a majority of the prohibited items confiscated result firom the situation in 
which the potential passenger is not aware of the dangerous nature of tiie item, as seen by the 
TSA and arrive at the security check point innocently. Further, there are a number of prohibited 
items that pass through the security check points, undiscovered by the TSA personnel, because 
the passengers did not have the time or desire to make alternative arrangements and decided to 
test the system. 

The claims of this apphcation recite a device and methods for facilitating a convenient 
altemative arrangement whereby the passenger may relieve himself of the prohibited items, at, or 
in the immediate vicinity of the security check point and continue on the flight. The claims 
include a kiosk and materials for correlating the item and passenger, packaging, and separately 
shipping the item to a desired location. The methods include steps whereby the item stays in the 
control of the TSA personnel until transferred to the shipping agent. It is believed that 
passengers will volunteer to surrender items, not found, and ship items found. 

The implementation and installation of this invention will reduce the number of items 


confiscated and reduce the number of passengers that test the system thereby making the security 
screening more efficient and accurate. This will also reduce the number of items the TSA must 
handle. 

The proper petition fee is attached hereto. 

For these reasons, the apphcant asks that the petition be granted. 
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